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Abstract

Verses 140 and 141 of Surah Al-Imran refer to one of the Quran’s social tradi-
tions known as the "Sunnah of Mudawalah" (the tradition of the rotation of for-
tunes), for which numerous wisdoms have been proposed in various exegeses.
This research aims to analyze the evolution of the understanding of the Sunnah
of Mudawalah throughout the history of Quranic exegesis. It proceeds with
the hypothesis that the comprehension and articulation of the wisdoms behind
this tradition are contingent upon the power-knowledge discourses dominant in
each historical era. To this end, employing a qualitative and critical approach,
23 scattered wisdoms associated with this tradition were initially extracted
from various commentaries. These were then conceptually reorganized into 13
macro-wisdoms across five domains: individual, social, theological, mystical,
and historical. Subsequently, utilizing Foucault’s method of discourse analysis,
the evolution of these wisdoms was analyzed across six historical periods. The
findings revealed that in each period, the dominant discourse directly influ-
enced the highlighting or marginalization of specific wisdoms. For instance,
the discourse of "Unity" in the 5th-6th centuries, and particularly the discourse
of "Survival" in the 7th-9th centuries, elevated mystical wisdoms—such as
"spiritual contraction and expansion" (Qabd and Bast) and the "invalidity of
the material world"—to their peak as mechanisms for social solidarity and
psychological relief. Conversely, the discourse of Safavid-Ottoman polariza-
tion during the 10th-13th centuries transformed the wisdom of "distinction and
screening" (Tamyiz) into a tool for sectarian demarcation. In the contemporary
era, reformist and defensive discourses vis-a-vis the West have highlighted the
wisdom of "preventing power corruption" and the wisdom of "historical evo-
lution" as counter-narratives to internal tyranny and historical rupture, respec-
tively. Ultimately, the study concludes that the Sunnah of Mudawalah is a fluid
concept; its application has fluctuated from stabilizing tyranny to inspiring rev-
olution, depending on the discursive context. This historicity of understanding
underscores the necessity of adopting a critical and holistic approach to the
history of religious thought.
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